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COCONINO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 

ADMINISTRATION DIVISION- ORIGINAL REPORT-YAVAPAI CTY S.O. BOC 10-13 
ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION 
INVOVLED EMPLOYEES: DEPUTY MARK BOAN 
REPORTING PARTY: SHERIFF S. MASCHER 
Date: MARCH 20, 2013 
REPORTING OFFICER:  Cmdr. Rex Gilliland #6 
SUPERVISOR APPROVAL:  Chief Jim Driscoll #2 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
ASSIGNMENT: 
 
I was assigned the Administrative Investigation of a December 22, 2012 incident at the 
Moctezuma’s Bar in Prescott, where three Yavapai County Sheriff’s deputies were either present, or 
may have been present when an altercation or a fight broke out involving members of a law 
enforcement motorcycle club identified as the Iron Brotherhood.  
 
SUMMARY AND FINDINGS: 
 
After reviewing interviews of the Iron Brotherhood members conducted by the Department of 
Public Safety Special Investigations Unit, reviewing videos from Hooligan’s and Moctezuma’s 
bars, reviewing an audio recording made by Prescott Police and interviewing Deputy Mark Boan, I 
have made the following conclusions and findings 
 
Deputy Mark Boan violated the following policies: 
 

1) Yavapai County Sheriff’s Office “Mission Statement”:    
Yavapai County Sheriff’s Office is committed to the prevention of crime; the protection of 
life and property; the preservation of peace, order, and safety; the enforcement of laws and 
ordinances; and the safeguarding of constitutional guarantees. 
 
Boan had information directly from the two club members who were involved in the initial 
altercation and did not provide that information to DPS investigators when requested to do 
so. 

 
2) Yavapai County Sheriff’s Office “Values” Statement:  

 Service to Our Communities- “reducing the fear and incidence of crime”  
 Reverence of the Law- “Our personal and professional behavior should be a model for 

all to follow,”…. “We will obey and support the letter and the spirit of the law” 
 Integrity in All We Say and Do- “We are proud of our profession and will conduct 

ourselves in a manner that merits the respect of all people….. Our actions will instill 
public trust” 

 
3) Yavapai County Sheriff’s Office “Code of Ethics”: 
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“I will keep my private life unsullied as an example….I will be exemplary in obeying the 
laws of the land,” “I recognize the badge of my office as a symbol of public faith, and 
accept it as a public trust to be held so long as I am true to the ethics of police service….I 
will, as a representative of the agency, conduct myself in a manner which will not bring 
discredit to the agency. I shall obey the laws of the United States, the State of Arizona, 
County ordinances and local laws. I shall regulate my personal affairs which will not bring 
justified unfavorable criticism from my neighbors or other citizens or be involved personally 
in disturbances or incidents that could discredit the agency. I will realize that I am obligated 
to hold the public trust by striving to act in a professional manner. I understand I must 
remain constantly vigilant and aware that I am under the constant observation by the public. 
For this reason, it is essential that I strive to present myself in a professional manner 
whether on or off duty.” 
 

 
 
4) Yavapai County Sheriff’s Policy 3/1800.09 Categories of Offenses 

C. Category III 
  
p. Taking any action and/or behavior, on or off-duty, which will impair the efficiency or 
reputation of the agency or its representatives; 

 
r. Involvement in any compromise between persons accused of crime and the person or 
persons who may have suffered from criminal acts with the purpose of allowing the accused 
to escape punishment; 

 
 
 
5) Yavapai County Human Resources Policies and Procedures 3.08, Disciplinary Actions: 
 

D. Conduct Which is Subject to Disciplinary Action 
 
2.MISCONDUCT 

 
i. The employee has engaged in conduct, on or off duty that is of such a nature that it would 
tend to bring discredit to the County. 

 
p. The employee has concealed information or failed to properly report an accident or 
incident under the purview of any state statute or County resolution or regulation. 

 
v. Failure to follow Yavapai County policies and procedures or Departmental policies and 
procedures. 

 
 
After a critical examination of the incident the night of December 22, 2012, I found Deputy Boan 
was not involved in the altercation/fight that occurred at Moctezuma’s. I find there is no evidence or 
information that Deputy Boan committed any violation of Arizona law. 
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I do find that Boan refused to assist investigators of the criminal matter, either through withholding 
information or not fully cooperating when he had information directly from the participants of the 
altercation.  In fact, Boan was made a witness when Fessler and Amato told him what occurred that 
night. Fessler said that Amato punched the other party. Amato did not admit to the punch, but said 
the other party swung at him and he pushed this person and took him across the bar. The request for 
interview of Boan was well after the fact, and Boan knew of the media and public attention raised 
by the incident. In the interview with me, Boan said he thought that Fessler or Amato may have 
been the victim of “something.”  Either way, Boan had information that an incident did occur 
sufficient enough that physical force was used against a person, and he chose not to share that 
information. 
 
It is this investigator’s opinion and belief that Boan’s allegiance and loyalties are first to the club, 
not to his position as a law enforcement officer, nor with enforcing the law or assisting another law 
enforcement agency with their investigation of a possible crime (assault) where a person was 
seriously injured. Boan, like most other club members claims not to know the real name of 
members of the club. He did acknowledge he knew the names of clubs members who are from the 
Prescott area. I believe this is a way to protect the identity of club members. Additionally as stated 
above, he was made a witness when Fessler and Amato told him what had occurred, and Boan 
would not provide that information to investigators. 
 
Boan’s membership in the Iron Brotherhood and the club’s behavior the night of December 22, 
2012 is inconsistent with the Mission Statement, Values and Code of Ethics of the law enforcement 
profession as outlined previously. Further, these activities diminish the public’s trust of the officers 
involved and could jeopardize the effectiveness and public trust of law enforcement agencies.  In 
fact, one bar employee/witness stated patrons left the bar due to the presence of the club and further 
stated he will not trust these officers anymore (Bennett interview, page 21, line902/903). This 
sentiment is evident as well in the many public comments made in reference to the articles posted in 
both the Prescott Daily Courier and Arizona Republic. See articles marked Attachment 19. 
 
Although I cannot state Boan has lied to me when investigating his role, I find it hard to believe 
Boan claims not to have known of the fight, nor that he saw any commotion inside the bar until 
sometime later as the club was being asked to leave.  
 
Boan minimizes the incident, even though he is told by Fessler and Amato that physical force was 
used and that he believed Fessler and Amato may be the victim of “something.” However, Boan 
found the situation where Amato had reportedly struck someone in Reno as a serious incident.  
 
 
INVESTIGATION: 
 
Note: This investigation centers around a law enforcement motorcycle club named the Iron 
Brotherhood. They will be identified hereafter as “the club.” The Arizona Department of 
Public Safety, Special Investigations Unit is conducting a criminal investigation. They will be 
identified hereafter as “SIU.” Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs will be referred to as “OMG’S.” 
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The subject assaulted has been identified as Justin Stafford. Stafford was struck two to three times 
by club member Eric Amato (Guido) and suffered serious injury (possible broken nose). 

 
In early January 2013, Sheriff Pribil requested I conduct an administrative investigation at the 
request of the Yavapai County Sheriff’s Office, and asked that I contact Sheriff Scott Mascher. 
 
I contacted Sheriff Mascher who advised he had three deputies who were present at a local bar just 
prior to Christmas, when a fight broke out involving members of a law enforcement motorcycle 
club known as the Iron Brotherhood. He identified his three employees by rank only as a captain, a 
sergeant and a deputy. 
 
Mascher advised he had few details at the time, and was waiting for more information from the 
Department of Public Safety, which was conducting a criminal investigation. He asked that I wait to 
start the administrative investigation until he received more information. 
 
On February 20, 2013, I received a call from Captain D. Rhodes asking that we start the 
administrative investigation. 
 
On February 25, 2013, I travelled to Prescott and met with Sheriff Mascher, Chief Russell and 
Captain Rhodes. They advised their involved employees were members of the motorcycle club and 
were present at Moctezuma’s bar when a fight occurred involving members of the Iron Brotherhood 
club resulting in allegations of an assault. They identified their employees as Captain Marc 
Schmidt, Sergeant William “Bill” Suttle and Deputy Mark Boan. 
 
The Yavapai County Sheriff’s Office documents or accepts complaints of allegations against 
employees in what is called a “Brief of Complaint,” hereafter identified as BOC.   They advised the 
BOC on Captain Schmidt is Conduct Unbecoming. The BOC on Sergeant Suttle is Hindering 
Investigation and Conduct Unbecoming. The BOC on Deputy Boan is Conduct Unbecoming. 
Rhodes provided the BOC’s to me electronically. See attachment # 2, 3, 4. 
 
I requested Rhodes provide me any and all Yavapai County Sheriff’s Office  and Yavapai County 
Policies that may relate to these allegations. Those were later provided electronically. See 
attachments 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12.  
 
Rhodes provided me with three C/D’s marked “Moctezuma’s,” “Hooligan’s, disc 1 of 2” and 
“Hooligan’s, disc 2 of 2.” They are included in the back of the binder with a tab marked “Compact 
Discs.” 
 
On February 27, 2013 I travelled to Phoenix and met with Detective Matt Murray and Sgt. Robert 
Brunet of the Arizona Department of Public Safety, Special Investigations Unit.  The SIU had been 
tasked with conducting a criminal investigation into this matter. 
 
I obtained a summary of information obtained by the DPS SIU. Murray provided me a C/D that 
contained the un-edited transcripts of interviews they had already conducted with members of the 
Iron Brotherhood and the audio recordings of the interviews of Captain Schmidt and Sgt. Suttle. 
They advised me that Deputy Boan would not submit to their interview. The C/D contained an 
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audio recording made by Prescott Police officers when they contacted Sgt. Suttle at Hooligan’s bar, 
as well as a couple of interviews of witnesses.  
 
I was provided a photocopy of a photograph showing 16 members of the Iron Brotherhood that was 
taken the night of December 22, 2012, presumably at the Moctezuma’s bar. This photo has each 
member numbered, as well as a name and moniker or nick name to correspond with that number. 
The photo bears a signature and date indicating the information was obtained by Bryce Bigelow, a 
member of the club. See attached. I was provided a second copy of a photograph showing 14 
members of the club that DPS had obtained. See attachment # 17, photo marked #1. 
 
From March 4 through March 20, 2013 I reviewed all the material provided by Yavapai County 
Sheriff’s Office, AZ DPS, the Prescott Police Department Report # 12-46275-000, all the files on 
two compact discs that contained video footage from Hooligan’s Bar and Moctezuma’s bar, as well 
as audio recorded interviews of Schmidt and Suttle, and an audio recording taken by a Prescott 
Police Officer Holmes or Shapiro. 
 
I read the following transcripts of the interviews conducted by SIU.  It should be noted these were 
provided by Det. M. Murray. Murray advised he had not yet reviewed all the transcripts for 
correction, but he had reviewed some and found they were factually correct, but contained some 
spelling and pronunciation errors. 
 
Marc Schmidt    aka Loki 
William “Bill” Suttle   aka Mongo 
Andy Reinhardt   aka Double Time 
Bryce Bigelow   aka Duece 
Tyran Payne     aka Budda 
Clair “Billy” Fessler     aka Tarzan 
Troy Teske      aka Heat 
Jason Kaufman    aka Bull 
Mike Borrello    aka Irish Mike 
Albert Camacho    aka Hozer 
Eric Amato    aka Guido 
Greg Kauffman    aka Top Gun 
Chris Alonzo    aka Elvis 
 
James Sutherland  security at Moctezuma’s 
William P. Bennett  manager of Hooligan’s 
 
 
 
After my review of the previously listed material, I found that all the above listed people, with the 
exception of Sutherland and Bennett are members of the law enforcement motorcycle club named 
the Iron Brotherhood. They openly acknowledge involvement and membership in the club. From 
information obtained through the interviews, several publications on outlaw motorcycle clubs and 
photos, I found several similarities between this club and what are known as outlaw motorcycle 
clubs, or OMG’s.  
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Both this club and OMG’s have a national organization to which dues are paid and local outlets they 
both call “chapters.” Both have an hierarchy, and at the chapter level, both identify a “president” 
“vice president,” “secretary,”  “treasurer” or “accountant,” and “sergeant at arms.” Membership in 
the clubs requires an application and a period of getting to know the person (Borrello, page 9 lines 
379-382), then approval by the executive board. Membership in both clubs puts stipulations on what 
type of motorcycle one can ride.  The Hells Angels require the motorcycle to be American made 
and 750 cc or larger, and the Iron Brotherhood requires you ride a Harley Davidson or American 
made bike (Suttle, page 3 lines 90-92; Fessler, page 3 lines 115-116).  
 
Both wear vests with a three piece patch on the rear that both identify or call “rockers.” It is widely 
known in both the OMG social circles and law enforcement that motorcycle clubs who wear three 
piece patch are identified with or known as “outlaw motorcycle clubs” (Alonzo, page 69, 70;  
Borrello, page 7 line 313 to page 8 line 320; Bigelow, page 38 lines 1717-1727; Amato, page 119 
lines 5334-5336; Schmidt, page 40 lines 1787-1792). It was common knowledge that the Hells 
Angels regulate who can wear a three piece patch through the federation of clubs (Borrello, page 8 
lines 346-348; Alonzo, page 70 &71; Bigelow, page 39 lines 1718-1725; Amato, page 123 lines 
5505-5510). The Iron Brotherhood patches, or patch system mirrors or emulates that of OMG clubs 
in that the top rocker identifies the club name, the middle patch is the club’s symbol and the bottom 
rocker states the region or area where they are from. Most other motorcycle clubs wear only a one 
or two patch vest. There are some, but few clubs not identified with OMG’s that wear a three piece 
patch.   
 
There was a Letter to the Editor posted in the Prescottnews.com site where the Vice President of the 
Hells Angels Motorcycle Club Yavapai County, Michael Trevor Koepke, made a public challenge 
to the Iron Brotherhood to fight him in a three minute boxing match.   Koepke offers that if the Iron 
Brotherhood wins, the Hells Angels will donate $1000.00 to the charity of choice. If Koepke wins, 
the Iron Brotherhood would agree to disband in the state of Arizona. See attachment 20. 
 
The symbol of the Iron Brotherhood is a skull with blue eyes inside an iron cross. Some OMG clubs 
have a skull in their patch or symbol (Hells Angels and Outlaws). Several members of this club 
stated their skull represents fallen “brothers” or law enforcement officers (Bigelow, page 3 lines 
101-103; Fessler, page 4 lines 146-147; Borrello, page 3 lines 131-132; Amato, page 3 lines 123-
130; Alonzo, page 17 & 18). I have been in law enforcement for 30 years in Arizona and has visited 
several fallen officer memorials around this state.  I have never heard, nor seen anywhere where a 
skull represents or honors fallen police officers.  It is consistent that their color of blue represents 
law enforcement. 
 
Members have “monikers” or nick names (also referred to by some as club name, or road name), 
and they bear that name on a patch worn on their vests. Both this club and OMG’s refer to their 
members by their nick name rather than their real or legal names. See Alonzo, page 6, page 56 (we 
don’t use real names). See also G. Kaufman, page 12 lines 504-505; page 93 lines 4151; page 89 
lines 3975-3979 (when asked why Suttle would not know his real name, started to answer, “cause 
we don’t”- and did not finish the sentence, but explains he knows them by their e-mail address). See 
also Teske, page 6 lines 249; Camacho, page 5; Suttle, page 12 lines 515-516.) Both this club and 
OMG’s bear their rank patch on the front of the vest, and mainly on the left side. 
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The Iron Brotherhood displays the number “92” on their vest. The nine represents the ninth letter of 
the alphabet, the letter “I” and the two represents the letter “B.”  In combination, the initials “IB” 
represent Iron Brotherhood.  The Hells Angels display “81” for “HA.” 
 
Both refer to their vests as “cuts” and they share some of the same patches such as, “Nomad,” 
“founder,” or their rank in the club. Both have other patches of meaning to the individual 
identifying specific or significant actions or beliefs (Amato, page 5 lines 186-187 & 233, pages 6-9 
lines 261-388, page 10 lines 405-413 & lines 421-424, page 75 lines 3341-3342, page 77 lines 
3447-3448, page 91 line 4060).  The patches, vests or “cuts” belong to the club, not the individual 
(Fessler, page 5 line 211; Bigelow, page 25 line 1084). 
 
On the Iron Brotherhood web site, they proclaim “Iron Brotherhood Nation.” The Mongols 
proclaim “Mongol Nation.”  The clubs web site bears the initials “BFFB” for brothers forever, 
forever brothers. The Hells Angels bear the initials “AFFA” for Angels forever, forever Angels. See 
photos under attachment #16, photos 1 through 6.  
 
OMG’s do not allow females to wear the 3 piece patch, but they are allowed to wear a patch of a 
different design that in some way connects them to the club.  Although there is no direct 
information on the Iron Brotherhood’s stance on this matter, some of the wives or female friends of 
the club members are seen on video at both Hooligan’s and Moctezuma’s wearing a vest with a 
different patch. In Eric Amato’s interview, he makes reference that “Tarzan’s” (Chief Fessler’s) 
wife has a “club vest” (page 45 line 1993). The Iron Brotherhood web site states the club is a male 
only club. 
 
Some club members do have items on their vests or cuts that are indicative of police. Although 
some club members in their interviews allude to the fact they are readily recognizable as law 
enforcement, it is my opinion in reviewing videos and photos, that the general public would have a 
hard time distinguishing these club members as law enforcement officers from other motorcycle 
clubs or OMG’s. 
 
 
April 4, 2013 I interviewed Boan inside a conference room at the Yavapai County Sheriff’s Office 
main office in Prescott. 
 
Boan did not have a representative with him. I went over a printed copy of ARS 38-1101 commonly 
referred to as the Officers Bill of Rights and ensured Boan was aware of his right to a representative 
(A 1) and he chose  not to have one. I also went over provisions A 2, 4 and 5. 
 
Boan acknowledged receipt of the Brief of Compliant, although he claimed he did not see page 1 of 
3.  
 
I read the Yavapai County Sheriff’s Office “Advisement of Garrity Warnings” and allowed him the 
opportunity to read before he signed acknowledging receipt and understanding.  Boan 
acknowledged that under Garrity and County policy, he had to answer all of my questions and 
answer them truthfully. 
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Boan was provided a copy of Yavapai County Sheriff’s Office Policy #3/1700.07 and 1700.08. 
 
Boan acknowledged that he is aware of and possesses a working knowledge of both Yavapai 
County Human Resources Policy and Sheriff’s Office Policy. He has signed a letter of 
acknowledgement of these policies and stated they are provided to employees in electronic format 
on a shared drive and accessible to employees. When asked, Boan did say he agrees that it is the 
employee’s responsibility to know the policies. Boan was aware of the Sheriff’s Office Code of 
Ethics and did not recall if he has signed an acknowledgement letter either from his department or 
the academy. 
 
The following is a summary of the interview with Boan. Refer to the C/D marked “4/3/13 Boan Int” 
or the transcript of that interview. 
 
Boan has been a member of the Iron Brotherhood motorcycle club since January 2009. He holds no 
position other than member. He said he resigned from the club on Monday April 1, 2013, two days 
prior to this interview.  He said he has not been on any rides or participated in any club functions 
since the December incident.  When asked, he said he became aware of the club through other 
employees identified as Billy Suttle, Marc Schmidt, Billy Lonon and former Sheriff Buck 
Buchanan.  He said he was told the group was just to go out and ride motorcycles together.  
 
Club membership is restricted to law enforcement officers, but they do allow “associate” 
membership to non-law enforcement.  He was asked the process to get into the club and said a 
person has to show an interest in the club, then they can go on rides so they can meet other club 
members. He did not acknowledge an application until asked. He said the application is a very basic 
application with the person’s name and the agency they work for. The prospective new member has 
to prove they are law enforcement by showing ID.   
 
Boan said there is no further investigative process for membership that he is aware of, other than 
making sure the prospect is a good fit, they can ride and are not reckless. I questioned the process of 
getting to know club members and he said they just go on rides with them. Boan said he already 
knew the people from his agency and Prescott Valley.  
 
There is an hierarchy of executive positions within the club. When asked what duties those 
positions have, he said it was to decide what rides to go on, what routes to take and who can join the 
club. Boan said he has never been involved in any of these processes.  He acknowledged there are 
other requirements to membership. You have to ride an American made motorcycle and you must 
go on three rides or functions a year. Boan said he is aware there are club meetings that are attended 
by the executive members only.  Boan makes four to five rides a year and has attended every 
Christmas party since joining. Boan said there are 23 members in the Whiskey Row Chapter and 
there is a club roster of those members. 
 
The individual members purchase their vests, and once accepted, the club will take the vest and sew 
on the patches. The club owns the patch and if you resign from the club, the club will take your 
patches back. 
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I questioned Boan about the three piece patch, its significance and the concerns of this group 
wearing a three piece patch. He acknowledged he has been to gang classes.  Boan was asked if he 
was aware the three piece patch is generally synonymous with outlaw motorcycle gangs. Boan did 
not agree and said he was aware they were synonymous with motorcycle clubs and motorcycle 
gangs. Boan did somewhat acknowledge the OMG similarities when he admits that when he sees a 
three piece patch, he looks to see what club they are with and it they are 1% (slang for Outlaw 
Motorcycle clubs). Boan said there are other clubs that wear the three piece patch, but could not 
name them specifically, only generally as veterans groups, other law enforcement clubs and other 
weekend riders. He did not agree that generally speaking, most riders wear only a one or two piece 
patch.  
 
Boan was asked his understanding of the meaning of the patch.  He believed someone thought the 
iron cross was cool, not in any way in line with Nazi beliefs as reported in the paper. He said the 
color blue represents law enforcement and the skull is for the law enforcement officers who lost 
their lives in the line of duty. 
 
When asked if there are parallels between their vests and OMG’S, Boan believes they are 
synonymous with motorcycle clubs in general. Unsolicited, Boan explained the reason they wear 
the three piece patch is effectively a slap in the face of OMG’S. He states that the OMG’S are not 
going to dictate to people who can or cannot wear an Arizona bottom rocker. Boan said, “Who are 
these OMG’S to dictate to the rest of the United States, the rest of free citizens to buy into their 
gang mentality.” It was the club’s choice to wear the three piece patch to tell the OMG’S, “You 
can’t do that.” 
 
Boan acknowledged the general public does not possess the club’s thinking in wearing the patches. 
Boan does believe the general public can distinguish this club from OMG’S. He does however 
acknowledge that the general public would not readily recognize this club as law enforcement 
officers. 
 
I presented Boan with a copy of the club’s group photo taken early the night of December 22, 2012 
at Hooligan’s and asked him to identify the members by name. Boan pulled out a sheet of yellow 
lined paper with the club member’s names and “road names.” Boan said he had to use this list as he 
did not know everybody’s name. He had to prepare this list using the club’s roster. 
 
Boan was present with his wife at Hooligan’s the night of the club’s Christmas party on December 
22, 2012.  He said he was not aware of any incidents at Hooligan’s until he read in the paper of the 
incident where someone got upset when an employee asked a female to move. He said he was not 
aware of any talk of this incident that night. He said he was not aware of the incident where a 
person walked into their private party and a member yelled at them. 
 
Boan said he had six or seven drinks that night and was only slightly intoxicated and was aware of 
his facilities. He acknowledged some members were more intoxicated and by his account, all were 
behaving. He said no one was out of line and the only one who got loud or boisterous was Bryce 
Bigelow. 
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When Hooligan’s opened up the room to the general public, the club members left around 10:15 to 
10:30 pm and walked to Moctezuma’s in fragmented groups. 
 
Boan was not one of the first members to enter the bar and claims he had no knowledge of anyone 
showing or exhibiting their badge.  Upon entering the bar, Boan said after he and his wife got a 
drink at the front bar, they went to the rear of the bar. Boan said he went to the front corner of the 
rear bar and his wife went across the bar around the area of the left wall (if looking from front to 
rear). I asked Boan to draw a basic floor plan of the bar, but failed to obtain a copy of the drawing. 
Boan indicated the dance floor area was just about midway in the bar, and a little more towards the 
rear of the bar. 
 
He said he went over to the left wall and met up with his wife. Frank Mendoza and his wife were 
dancing in the same general area.  He identified that Schmidt was at the back of the rear bar by the 
rear door talking with someone, not a member of the club.  When asked, he could not recall 
specifically which club members were present, but felt most were there with the exception of Tryan 
Payne. He identified Fessler and Amato were present in what he described as the front of the bar.  
Boan did not recall seeing Reinhardt at Moctezuma’s. 
 
Boan denied he heard or saw anything of the fight or altercation. He said he first became aware of 
something when a female employee approached and told them they had to leave the bar. He claims 
he and his wife had no idea what was going on.  He said as they started to walk out, he believes it 
was J. Kaufman or A. Camacho who told him there was a fight. 
 
Boan said as he started to walk out, about midway in the bar, Fessler directly told him that a drunk 
had come up to him and started to talk “crap,” asking what type of motorcycles they ride and 
Fessler told him to get away from him. Boan said he took from Fessler’s account, that it was a 
drunk individual who had come up, was annoying and invading Fessler’s personal space.  He went 
on to say that Fessler told him Amato grabbed the guy, took him across to the bar and punched him 
(tape counter 49:37 of audio interview with Boan). 
 
Boan said Amato was standing there at the same time and told Boan his account. Boan said Amato 
claimed he was trying to calm this guy down and told him they were only there to have a good time 
and did not want any problems.  Amato said the guy grabbed Fessler’s vest.  Boan continued saying 
Amato told the guy to back away now and that the guy took a swing at him. Amato grabbed the guy 
and took him across to the bar. Amato never said he had struck or hit this person. Boan claimed he 
was never aware that anyone was hurt or injured that night. 
 
I had Boan go back over the situation where Fessler and Amato told him their accounts of the 
incident. Boan gave the same basic accounts, but added this time that Fessler claimed the drunk guy 
grabbed his vest (tape counter 52:36). I confronted him with this added information and Boan said 
he “thinks” both Fessler and Amato said the guy had grabbed Fessler’s vest. 
 
The club went out front of the bar while the bar staff decided if they could stay or not. They were 
finally told they were not allowed back inside the bar. Boan said he and his wife decided to go 
home. 
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In reference to Boan’s claim that he did not see, hear or know there was a fight inside the bar that 
night, I questioned Boan’s location at the time the fight broke out.  Boan estimated the bar is only 
20 feet wide. I believe his estimation is shy. I asked him to estimate the distance from where he and 
his wife stood to the rear corner of the front bar (the area where the fight broke out), and he 
estimated 15 feet. I had been in the bar once earlier, and immediately after this interview and 
believe his estimate is again shy. He could have been 15 feet, or up to 60 feet depending on his 
location. 
 
I stated that he was 15 to 20 feet from where the fight broke out. Boan stopped me and said he never 
knew where the fight was. He said he later saw it on video, but he still did not know where inside 
the bar it occurred. When asked, he denied he saw the fight, denied he saw any commotion and he 
did not hear it because the music was too loud.  
 
Boan claims he had no further discussions about the fight that night with anyone. I asked if he had 
any discussions about the incident since and he said he had spoken with Marc Schmidt. He said 
early on, he told Schmidt he was in the back of the bar and did not see anything. Schmidt told him 
he was in the back of bar also and didn’t witness anything.  Boan tells me he does not contact club 
members on his days off, he does not hang out with them, and he does not have friendships with 
“these guys” other than riding motorcycles with them. Boan added that in reference to the club 
members from Phoenix, he had only met them a few times as they had just joined the club last year. 
 
I questioned what he and Schmidt talked about and when. Boan said it was a couple of weeks ago 
and almost immediately, contradicted himself and said that it was two or three weeks after the 
incident in January.  Boan said they both could not believe this happened, could not believe 
anything happened, and that they had no clue. He corrected himself and said he didn’t know 
anything happened until he read it in the paper, that some guy had been kicked out of the bar (tape 
counter 57:50). This is in conflict with what he had earlier (tape counter 49:37) told me that both 
Fessler and Amato had told him of the altercation that very night, as well as his earlier statement 
that J. Kaufman or A. Camacho had told him there was a fight. I challenged his statement telling 
him that was not correct and reminded him Fessler and Amato had told him that night. Boan admits 
to my statement by saying yes, then stuttered and stammered and tried to come up with an answer. 
He finally said, “I didn’t know somebody was injured (tape counter 58:50), and I didn’t know, other 
than what had taken place. That I thought somebody got kicked out of the bar. That’s the impression 
that I got.” This statement is in conflict with what he earlier told me. Boan goes on to say the 
bouncer made them feel like, we weren’t in…. then stopped midsentence and continued, saying 
nothing happened and that some drunk guy got kicked out of the bar, and that was the impression he 
got that night. 
 
I challenged Boan and stated that he was a police officer, and that two other police officers had told 
him that a drunk got into his face and violated his personal space, and it got to the point where 
Amato had to hit this person.  Boan stuttered and his only response was Fessler told him Amato 
punched this person. He did not remember Amato specifically telling him he punched this person. 
 
I summarized to Boan that someone intimately involved in this incident, told him there was a punch 
thrown.  I asked if this was a minimal issue and Boan does not want to answer the question. He 
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states that he did not realize anyone was injured or that someone had made contact with a punch 
(tape counter 1:00:08). 
 
I reminded him he is a police officer, that he responds to fights and many other calls, and again 
asked if thinks this is a minimal or non-issue. Boan did not want to answer the question and stated, 
“I’m not saying that.  I’m saying I’m not getting involved” (tape counter 1:00:48). 
 
I told Boan that we were going to discuss it.  I told him of the public perception of a cover up and 
the appearance it was swept under the rug.  I again questioned if his opinion is this incident was a 
minimal or non-issue.  Boan answered “neither,” and again explained he thought it was just a drunk 
getting kicked out of the bar and that they (Fessler and Amato) were victims of something. 
 
I told him his statement that he thought Fessler and Amato were the victims of something is a key 
point such that Amato responded with physical force. I asked with that knowledge or belief, did he 
believe this was a minimal or non-issue. Again Boan did not appear to want to answer the question, 
taking several seconds to respond. Boan finally responded that his thought was these guys are police 
officers and I got a chief of police and if they felt something needed to be done, they were handling 
it. He explained that was his thought process and he could remove himself from it. 
 
I asked Boan if he has responded to a bar fight.  He took several seconds before he answered yes. I 
questioned if he had responded to more than one bar fight. He did not directly answer my question, 
and instead said they didn’t have many bars in the county jurisdiction. He does finally say the bar 
fights are in the city and he has responded to back-up the city with fights on Whiskey Row. I asked 
if he was aware that licensed liquor establishments are required by law to report an act of violence 
occurring at the bar, and he answered yes. I asked if he was aware that most bars will call law 
enforcement as a way to report the violence and protect their liquor license. Boan responds they’re 
supposed to. 
 
I then asked Boan if he thought the police would respond (to the incident) and he stated no. When 
asked why, Boan again minimizes the incident saying he thought it was done. He simply thought 
someone got kicked out of the bar and it was over. 
 
I challenged Boan’s answer telling him he had just acknowledged the reporting requirement for an 
act of violence and his statement that he did not think the police were coming contradicts that. Boan 
does not respond but becomes visibly nervous, sighs and breaths deeply. I told him I’m not trying to 
put him on the spot and Boan becomes defensive, raises his voice and responded, “You are! You 
are!”  Boan explains this whole thing was minimized to him. It was not until he saw the video, did 
he realize it was more than he was lead to believe.  
 
I restated that he and the club, being police officers would have to know the police were going to 
respond to this incident and Boan again said no. He qualified his thinking saying when he has 
responded to Whiskey Row with Prescott Police, they separate the parties and do not make arrests. I 
again asked if he thought the police were going to respond and he again said no. 
 
At that point, I changed the topic to allow Boan to calm down. I asked him for the names of the new 
members from Phoenix and he identified them by name from his list. He said absent the Phoenix 
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members he just named, he knew the members who were members prior to 2012. He said he only 
socialized with them on rides and does not think he’s had conversations with every member. He 
qualifies that saying that when they stop on rides, he usually talks with only the people at his table. 
 
I asked if he knew the first and last name of the members and he said he did not, that he only knew 
them by their road names, explaining that’s why he brought the hand written list. I questioned his 
claim of not knowing their names, and he maintained he did not know the names of the members 
from Phoenix, but knows the names of the certified (police officers) guys, the active officers and the 
members from the Yavapai County area. I asked him to mark on his list the names of the members 
he did know with an asterisk. See attached included with this report. Boan again said he did not 
socialize with these people outside of their rides. 
 
Boan said he was not covering anything up and claimed he did not know “Top Gun’s” name the 
night of the incident, but said he has ridden with him five times. He went on to say he has not 
spoken with him much, but knew he is an EMT in Ajo, he had been in the Army and knew he is/was 
a neighbor of “Popeye.”  
 
I questioned Boan specifically about his knowledge of Eric Amato or “Guido.” He claims he did not 
know Amato’s name that night and only knew that he is a police officer. He had gone on two rides 
with him, both in 2012, to Wickenburg and Cottonwood. 
 
Boan did not go on the national ride to Reno in June 2012.  He was asked if he was aware of an 
incident where Amato got into a fight. Boan said the day they (the club) promoted Amato to 
Sergeant at Arms (Wickenburg ride November 2012), they said Amato had punched someone who 
had grabbed a females butt.  Boan was asked if Amato was promoted to Sergeant at Arms for the 
incident in Reno and he did not believe that was the case. He said the decision to promote club 
members is made by the executive board and he was not involved in that discussion.  
 
Boan said he questioned Amato’s promotion. He felt Chris Alonzo was a natural leader and he had 
brought the Phoenix guys into the club and the executive board members knew Alonzo from before. 
Boan said he questioned Bill Suttle about the promotion of Amato and Suttle told him Amato had 
shown a lot of interest and passion for club business. He went on to say the club members may not 
have considered Alonzo due to his membership in another club (Choir Boys) where he was part of 
an unpopular decision. 
 
When asked if anything else occurred in Wickenburg or if Amato received anything else, Boan 
initially said no, but when asked if Amato received the “Rocky Marciano” patch, he said yes. He 
didn’t know if the club or an individual had given the patch to Amato, and thought it had been 
presented as a joke. He acknowledged the patch was given in response to the incident in Reno. 
 
I asked Boan if he found this odd and Boan said he did. When asked why, Boan said “Why would 
they make a joke out of something so serious like that.” He said everybody laughed about it. 
 
In reference to the incident in Moctezuma’s, Boan acknowledged the club could have handled the 
situation differently. He said they should have called law enforcement and that Suttle could have 
used his smart phone to look up the club’s roster, and that he probably could have figured out who 
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people were. He denied there was any talk among the club about what they were going to say or do 
about this incident, there was no story made up and there was no talk about sending “Top Gun” 
away.  When asked, Boan said he was only aware of Suttle dropping Dep. Chief Rienhardts’ name 
from the newspaper and not from the club. 
 
Boan did not think his membership in the club prior to this incident and his wearing of the patches 
diminishes the public’s trust. Boan was asked if after this incident, his membership in the club 
diminishes the public’s trust of him as an Arizona police officer and he answers, “Yes.” When 
asked if after the incident, if the other members’ belonging to the club diminishes the public trust in 
them as Arizona police officers he responded, “It shouldn’t, but I see the club has received a black 
eye and the public frowns on this.” Boan goes on to say he believes the public has mis-judged all 
law enforcement and lumped us all in one group, saying we allowed this to happen.  Boan did not 
agree this incident has caused diminished public trust in Arizona law enforcement, saying he did not 
think the public at large felt that way, but only a very select few did, qualifying by saying he read it 
in the paper. 
 
Boan was asked if he or any other officer that he is aware of had heard comments, either in their 
official capacity or in their private lives, about this incident and the club and he said no, not at all. 
 
I questioned Boan about his knowledge of policy that required him to report law enforcement 
contact and he acknowledged that.  Although not specifically spelled out, he agreed that his 
department would want to be notified of any major incident he was involved in. I asked Boan if he 
reported this to his agency and he said no, only after he read it in the newspaper. He went on to say 
he did not realize there was anything involving him or anyone from his agency that had occurred.  
 
I reminded Boan that he was aware that members of a law enforcement club were involved in 
something where officers may have been victims and used force, or that one of them used force 
against another person. Boan stuttered in his answer and said he knew something had happened, but 
he did not know the significance of it or how bad it was. Boan then put some responsibility on 
Schmidt and Suttle saying he had a captain and a sergeant from his agency there. 
 
I questioned if the fact that a captain and sergeant, or as a chief of police being present, makes this 
ok.  Boan questions if I am trying to get at the fact he should have reported it to his agency. I told 
him no, and questioned if he was thinking that because of the presence of higher ranking officers, 
that this was not that big of a thing. Boan explained what made him think this was no big thing was 
the way the bouncers acted and the way the people described what happened. That it was done and 
over with and that person who was the problem left. Boan acknowledged that he did not see this as 
a major thing (incident).  Boan said he did not know it was a brawl until it came out in the 
newspaper. 
 
I ended the interview at that point and offered him a chance to respond as outlined in the Officers 
Bill of Rights. Boan did not want to respond, other than to respond to two points made in newspaper 
articles. 
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On April 23, 2013 I had requested a follow up interview with Boan.  Sgt. Johnson sat through the  
telephone interview. This follow up interview was recorded by myself and Boan. 
 
I reminded Boan this matter was still under investigation, the Advisement of Garrity Warning and 
the fact he had to answer all my questions, and answer them truthfully. Boan acknowledged all the 
above. 
 
I asked Boan why he and his wife went home after the club was kicked out of Moctezuma’s, and he 
said the group was going back to Hooligan’s and it was too crowded. He also had plans the next day 
and it was time to call it a night. 
 
I asked why he resigned from the club and why he waited so long to resign. Boan said he had 
debated back and forth on how it would look. Was it better to just stay in…. and “I just got to the 
point where this was ridiculous. I’m done. I’m done. I don’t feel comfortable wearing this patch 
anymore. It’s not going to be the same.” 
 
He acknowledged DPS had requested an interview of him. I stated it was my understanding that he 
refused to be interviewed. Boan corrected me and said he did not refuse, he had told them he did not 
witness anything and he did not feel he had anything to add. 
 
I again confirmed and Boan acknowledged that Fessler and Amato had told him their accounts of 
what had occurred that night. I questioned if they had in fact made him a witness and he responded 
that it was hearsay. I questioned when hearsay becomes relevant in the criminal system and he 
acknowledged that it was in court. Unsolicited, Boan said he wanted to stay out of this whole thing. 
He did not want to get dragged into it. Boan finally acknowledged that  Fessler’s and Amato’s 
statements to him made him a witness. 
 
I questioned if his allegiance and loyalties were with the club. At that point and he said no; he 
simply did not want to be involved. 
 
I directed him to Yavapai County Sheriff’s Office Policy 3/1800.09, C, 1, r ( Sgt. Johnson had a 
copy for him to review) and asked if he felt he had an ethical obligation as a police officer to say 
what he had been told. Boan responded, “I guess I do. I wanted to stay out of this whole thing”. 
 
I stated the department policy appears to spell out that when he was asked by DPS and failed to 
disclose to them, he did not fulfill his ethical obligation. I asked what his thoughts were and he 
responded, “I have no thoughts. No comment. Other than what I already told you.’ 
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